To whom it may concern

The sale of fur


It is my understanding that your stores are currently stocking and selling fur products. This is of great concern to myself, family, friends and colleagues due to the inherent cruelty involved in the production of fur – arguably the most indefensible of uses of animals. All animals used for fur, whether they are trapped or farmed, experience intense suffering. Globally, 85 per cent of fur used in fashion comes from animals raised on fur farms, 80 per cent of which are in China, where there is no animal protection legislation. 

The fur industry makes its huge profits by using poor conditions to keep production costs to the bare minimum, and millions of animals every year are forced to endure the most profound indifference to their suffering, dignity and most basic needs – all in the name of fashion. 

On fur farms all over the world, animals are kept in appalling conditions, crammed into row after row of tiny barren cages, and left to stand on metal bars for their entire lives. Such conditions fail to accommodate even their most basic natural behaviours. Even the methods of slaughter, including electrocution and live skinning, are designed to protect the pelts without any consideration for the animals’ suffering. 

In light of the extreme animal suffering involved in fur production, many countries have already banned the production of fur. For example, an increasing number of European countries have introduced legislation to curtail or prohibit the production of all fur, including the UK, Italy, Austria, Croatia, Sweden, Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands. In addition, the European Union and United States have already implemented bans on the trade in fur of dogs and cats (2007). 
In addition to these great legislative achievements, many national and international retailers have ceased selling fur and have put their fur-free commitment in writing by signing onto the international Fur Free Retailer programme. It is my appeal to you to respond to the cruelty inherent in fur production by ceasing the sale of fur and signing up as an officially fur-free retailer: http://www.furfreeshopping.com/a_program.php. You have the opportunity to send a vital message to the fur industry and to your concerned customers: fur is of a bygone age and to breed and kill animals just for fashion or luxury is at complete odds with contemporary understanding of animal sentience. 


I hope you will decide to eliminate all fur from your stores after considering this information. 

I look forward to hearing your thoughts on the points raised in this letter. 

Yours sincerely,

