7TH MEETING OF THE GROUP OF BUENOS AIRES (GBA)

SANTO DOMINGO DE HEREDIA, COSTA RICA

18-20 May 2010

Representatives of the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and Uruguay, member countries of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), and representatives of the Governments of Colombia, El Salvador, Honduras and Venezuela, met in Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa Rica, 18 to 20 May 2010. The main objective of the meeting was to prepare the Group’s position ahead of the 62nd Meeting of the IWC in Agadir, Morocco, this coming 21-25 June.
In relation to discussions on “The Future of the IWC,” the GBA examined document IWC/62/7rev
 of 22April, entitled “Proposed Consensus Decision to Improve the Conservation of Whales from the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Commission”.  The participants consider that the document falls far short of the expectations of the GBA and that significant modifications should be made. 
The Representatives consider that the document contains important imbalances. It proposes immediate concessions from the countries defending a conservationist agenda and postpones discussion of elements that are considered vital, such as reform of article V (reservations and objections), article VIII (scientific whaling), and the consideration of current threats to the conservation of whales (climate change, marine contamination, and by catch).
For the GBA, the numbers on catch limits presented in table 4 of Appendix A, “Amendments to the Regulations,” which constitute critical elements of negotiation, should be reduced substantially. 
Concerning the Southern Ocean Sanctuary, the GBA defends that there over the course of the 10 interim measure years should have been a significant and progressive reduction of the projected quotas in table 4, up to total elimination of scientific whaling. This element is considered essential for negotiations to reach a successful conclusion. 
Furthermore, the GBA considers that hunting should be totally eliminated for threatened species and stocks and for those without scientific information and recommendation of the Scientific Committee of the Commission.
The Representatives of the GBA reaffirm their firm commitment to:

· The conservation of whales
· Maintaining the commercial moratorium in place since 1986 
· Promotion of the non-lethal use of whales
· Respect for the integrity of the whale sanctuaries recognized by the IWC
· Creation of the South Atlantic Ocean Whale Sanctuary pursuant to paragraph 48 of Appendix A of document IWC/62/7rev 

· The need to modernize and improve the efficiency of the IWC
The GBA reiterates its firm opposition to international hunting for whale meat and derivatives, as well as to commercial whaling and scientific whaling in the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary.
The member countries of the GBA reaffirm their commitment to negotiations on the future of the IWC, which they recognise is the only multilateral forum for the management and conservation of whales. 
They reiterate their willingness to continue working with all Parties of the IWC to find a balanced and consensus based solution to the challenges the Commission faces today on behalf of the conservation of whales. 
They appreciate the valuable contribution made by the institutions and organisations dedicated to conservation and research on cetaceans in the Latin American region. 
Finally, the Representatives of the GBA thank the Government of Costa Rica for the hospitality and the support provided for holding this meeting. 
� Available at http://www.iwcoffice.org/_documents/commission/IWC62docs/iwc62docs.htm





