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<Date>

Dear

I am writing to express my concern and disappointment that Iceland has resumed commercial whaling. Although the current whaling quota is small compared to previous years, all whaling is unacceptable, whether it is one whale being killed or a thousand, simply because there is no humane way to kill a whale at sea. 

There is ample scientific evidence to prove that whales can suffer slow and painful deaths when killed in hunts. It is impossible for even the most experienced whaler to ensure a lethal shot that will kill a whale immediately. This margin of error is something which would be considered unacceptable for farm animals slaughtered for meat in most progressive nations, including Iceland.  Marine mammals are sentient beings with the ability to suffer in the same way as other animals which are killed for meat and should be afforded the same level of protection against suffering. I am very concerned that Iceland does not recognise that this inconsistency is unacceptable.

The resumption of whaling in Iceland is particularly disappointing given that in recent years Iceland has seen the benefits of a growing whale watching industry, an activity which is far more sustainable and economically beneficial than whaling. Iceland was in an excellent position further develop its already profitable whale watching but this is now severely compromised by the resumption of whaling.

Icelandic whaling is a serious animal welfare issue which I view as totally indefensible in the 21st century in a climate of increasing commitments to animal welfare protection globally. I urge the Icelandic Government to acknowledge the inherent and unacceptable cruelty of whaling and to consign it to the history books.  

Yours sincerely, 

