<ADDRESS>
<DATE>

Dear <NAME> 

I am writing to express my great concern over Japan’s continued Scientific Research whaling activities. This year thousands of great whales will be targeted and many hundreds of those will suffer slow and painful deaths.

In 2008 Japan set out to kill almost 1, 400 great whales in the Antarctic whale sanctuary and the North Pacific. There is simply no scientific justification for these kills and we can learn far more about whales by watching, not killing them. In the 20 years since the whaling ban was put in place, Japan has killed over 10,000 great whales in the name of science, despite repeated calls by scientists and the International Whaling Commission to cease these lethal ‘experiments’. I am shocked and dismayed that Japan still sees fit to continue whaling in the face of such strong and prolonged international condemnation. 

Japan’s whaling activities severely tarnish its otherwise positive reputation in the international community. Refusal to acknowledge, or even discuss, the serious welfare implications of these hunts has fuelled the strong public opinion against whaling.

All available scientific evidence shows whaling to be inherently and unacceptably cruel. Often hunting in adverse weather conditions and rough seas, it is impossible for even the most experienced whaler to ensure a lethal first shot. According to the most recent Japanese data (2003-5) only around 40% of all whales caught died instantly. 
The weaponry used to kill whales is underpowered to humanely kill even the smaller whales and when used to kill larger species this predictably results in even greater and longer suffering. Japan’s own data reveals that the average time to death for sei whales is over 4 minutes. The pursuit of a whale during the hunts is another cause for concern as whales have not evolved to cope with being pursued at high speeds for long periods. The potential for causing both physical and mental distress is considerable. 
Most countries now have in place legislation which is designed to protect animals from suffering; whales are sentient beings with the ability to suffer both physically and mentally.  I seriously doubt that the Japanese Diet or public would consider it acceptable to kill cows or pigs using exploding harpoons, so why is this considered acceptable for whales?
I urge Japan to recognise the severe welfare problems associated with whaling, the lack of need for the products, and to take the bold and proud step to end whaling.

Yours sincerely
