<Address>
<Date>

Dear <name>
I am writing to voice my deep concern over Norway’s whaling activities. Animal welfare legislation in Norway is amongst the best in the world, showing that the welfare of animals is taken seriously by both the Government and the Norwegian public. However, this legislation fails to protect the welfare of whales and the inherent cruelty caused by whaling is tainting Norway’s good reputation.
There is ample scientific evidence to prove that whales can suffer slow and painful deaths when killed in hunts. In fact Norway’s own data shows that 1 in 5 whales do not die immediately in Norwegian whale hunts; this number could be far higher as the current criteria used to establish when a whale is dead have been branded ‘inadequate’ by the International Whaling Commission. 
It is impossible for even the most experienced whaler to ensure a lethal shot that will kill a whale immediately. This margin of error is something which would be considered unacceptable for farm animals slaughtered for meat in Norway. Marine mammals are sentient beings with the ability to suffer in the same way as other animals which are killed for meat and should be afforded the same level of protection against suffering. I am very concerned that a progressive nation such as Norway does not recognise that this inconsistency is unacceptable.
I am also aware that despite the recognised welfare concerns, Norway does not currently require that inspectors must be aboard whaling vessels. I find this extremely worrying – without inspection and reporting of the welfare of these hunts, how can the government know how whales are being killed and identify what improvements may be necessary?
The continuation of Norwegian whaling is a serious animal welfare issue which I view as totally inconsistent with your country’s claimed commitment to animal welfare protection. I urge the Norwegian Government to acknowledge the inherent and unacceptable cruelty of whaling and to consign it to the history books.  
Yours sincerely, 

